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COMMONWEALTH WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS COMMITTEE —  
YOUNG WOMEN’S ENGAGEMENT WITH POLITICAL PROCESS FORUM 

Statement by Member for Maylands 
MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.57 pm]: Despite the fact that we now have several women in senior political 
positions across the country, our Parliaments are still made up of only about 30 per cent women. The 
Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians Committee, of which I am the chair, has committed to increasing this 
number. We started to do some work on this by putting together a program for young women in the community 
to find out what they are thinking and how to engage them in the political process. To do this, we hosted a forum 
in Canberra. We invited 10 young women between 18 and 25 years of age to take part in that forum. These 
remarkable young women came from all over Australia and spent two days at Parliament House in Canberra. 
This was about three weeks ago. They were keen to learn what it takes to become a member of Parliament and 
what it takes to be part of the commonwealth political system. They also wanted to change the status quo. We 
learnt from them how Parliaments can better relate to young women and be more relevant and accessible. The 
discussions were wide-ranging and included debates on affirmative action, the treatment of female politicians by 
the media, and how to break down barriers that prevent more women from taking up politics as a career. The 
group met with many federal members of Parliament during their time in Canberra. That included the Minister 
for the Status of Women, Kate Ellis; Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young; and the Deputy Leader of the Liberal 
Party, Julie Bishop. These young women were inspired by, first, the knowledge that they got from everyone who 
spoke, and secondly, being able to question all those women about why Parliament can be a fulfilling career, and 
where they can make a difference; and we were inspired by their enthusiasm. 
 


